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PREFACE

Homogenization of Cultures Around the World

: Nomadic Culture in the Desert
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Dunhuang/Turpan, Petra and Bamiyan

Last year, I visited several cities in the
peripheral area of the desert, and I also had the
opportunity to study a historical city from the
existing detailed survey materials. I could not
visit the city because of the political situation. In
these cities, the valuable cultural heritages of
man are preserved. While each culture in this
world tends to be homogenized, these heritages
show strong personalities rushing straight at us,
as if these were departed souls wearing masks.

The first cities | visited are Dunhuang and
Turpan in Xinjiang spread west from Dunhuang.
Turpan is an oasis town where a stream flows
through the city from Tian Shan through
underground waterways ganat. In Turpan, there
are castles, such as Jiaohe Ruins and Gao Chang
Gu Cheng, and Buddhist cave ruins such as
Bezeklik Thousand Buddha Caves.

The second city I visited is Petra in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Petra has many
huge caves in the cliff and is designated as a
world heritage. Petra was the capital of the
Kingdom of Nabataeans that flourished during
the Silk Road Trade in 2BC. But Petra became a
Roman colonial city in the 2™ century and had
been forgotten from Islamic development to its
discovery in the 19" century.
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Figure 1) Al Khazneh

Petra, a world cultural heritage, is a Nabataean caravan civilization
that flourished from 4" century BC to 1% century AD. After
walking through the Siq, a narrow canyon with towering cliffs, for
about 1.5 km, the 40m tall tomb of Al Khazneh suddenly appears
before one’s eyes. The tomb is carved in the beautiful red
sandstone cliff. The interior of the tomb is small. It is said that
the tomb was constructed in 1% century BC. The Al Khazneh is a
symbol that characterizes Petra, the capitol of the
Nabataean Kingdom.
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The third city is Bamiyan in Afghanistan.
Bamiyan 1is designated as world heritage.
Bamiyan is famous for its two large Buddhist
statues that were blown up by the Taliban and a
myriad of cave temples in the cliff. We worked
on the design of the Bamiyan Museum for Peace
as a part of the conservation project of UNESCO
using existing detailed survey data of the past
without visiting the site because of the political
situation. The design was presented at the 11"
Expert Working Group Meeting for the
Preservation of the Safeguarding of the Culture
Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the
Bamiyan Valley World Heritage Property at
RWTH Aahen University in Germany on
December 10-12, 2012.

Figure 2) A Exterior View of the Petra Museum
The entrance hall of the museum is located under the triangular
roof reflecting blue sky. Right behind the roof, the exhibition
building is arranged. The walls of the exhibition building are
made of red limestone and present a facade of traditional tombs.
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Figure 3) A view of the Bamiyan Peace Museum and
the Great CIiff

The Bamiyan Peace Museum will be built on a plateau
that overlooks the Bamiyan Canyon and the Great Cliff
on the north side of the canyon. The East and the West
large stones caves and countless smaller caves have been
carved into the side of the Great Cliff that measures 1200
meters in length by 100 meters in height. Both the East
Great Buddha in the east cave and the West in the west
cave were destroyed by the Taliban in March of 2001.
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Creation of Nomadic Life

Nomadic life in the desert is interesting. People
of ancient civilizations made it possible to have
settled life in the desert by farming and drawing
water from the river. Nomadic life spread from
the settled area. Humans cannot digest grass that
grows in semi-arid areas where farming is not
possible. However it is possible for a human to
live in semi-arid areas by feeding the grass to
cattle, horses, sheep and goats; eating the meat;
making dairy products; and using the fur to make
clothes and tents. Furthermore, the livestock and
dairy products could be traded at a nearby oasis
town to enrich their lives. They would move with
the livestock near the house every day in search
of grass, and also traveled long distances between
the summer meadows and the winter pastures at
the turn of the seasons. Ken Matsuti, “Culture in the
Desert: Life Strategy in Moving”, pp.8

Figure 4) Street Facades of Nabataean tombs

After walking from Al Khazneh for a while, tombs carved in the
red sheer cliff appear like street facades. The steps on the cliff
provide a path for the departed souls to ascend to heaven. The
shape of the steps symbolizes the Nabataean culture.
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Nomadic Movement and the Silk Road

There are two types of nomads. One type
coexisted with the local oasis city. It has been
said that the second type formed the way of trade
through groups of oasis cities from China to
Rome across the Eurasian continent. It paved the
way for cultural development through which art
and Buddhism were introduced in addition to
printing technology, perfume and silk. This was
called the Silk Road since 19"™ century.
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Figure 5) Nomadic life of the Bedouin

A Bedouin woman herds goats to a pasture in the Petra
Canyon. Goats are able to adapt to this harsh environment,
however, sheep do not.
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Party of Xuanzang also passed through the Silk
Road to reciprocate India and Xian in 625-657.
After the appearance of the equestrian corps, who
shot bows from horseback, the Silk Road was
also the way of offense and defense. Thousands
of kingdoms were born and then disappeared.
The large expedition of Genghis Khan is a prime
example.

Symbiosis Between Nomads and Nature

Each nomad devised many ways to live in
harmony with nature. For example, a
prefabricated dwelling gel in Mongolian, Pao in
Chinese, was devised to be carried on the back of
a camel. The walls are made with adobe brick
which was easily constructed in the sun and soil.
Timber beams were placed between walls and the
area between beams were covered with reed or
willow branches and soil was plastered on the
roof. In the typical traditional house rooms
around the central courtyard were surrounded by
a high soil wall, where the whole family lived.
They also lived in caves. Their inherent life and
landscape that are in harmony with nature are a
refreshing surprise for those who lived in a
wooden culture in a monsoonal climate.

Simplification of Material Life and Spiritual
Fertility

The world view of the nomadic life of the desert,

introduced by Masaru Horiuchi, is similar to the
view of the world that is aimed during Japanese
Zen priest training.

Nomads think about their life while moving
around in desert where settlement is not possible.
They must simplify their life by truncating
surplus as they wander through the desert.
Simplification is not only performed on the
material world but on a spiritual level.
Simplification of material makes people think to
take full advantage of limited material. On the
other hand, Simplification of material expands
the thinking of the non-material world limitlessly.
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The vision of the desert is not blocked by
anything. Infinite thinking and natural property of
vision in the desert double synergistically.
Expansion of thinking heads to infinity in the
desert. It is the world “fulfilling much better”
than in the field of blocked views. The world of
desert soaks up the surrounding. It is the
complete quiet environment, where promotion of
thought does not know where to stop. Lonely hell,
that is intolerable for ordinary people, is the
completely quiet environment which leads the
meditating man into the bottomless depth. Thus
thinking of the desert people was directed to the
other side of the natural world, and the creation
of world’s three major religions was successfully
achieved. Because of the harsh climate of the
desert, the spirit had to be fertile. And also
because of the simplicity of the natural landscape,
the spirit of the intricate spirit was brought up.
Masaru Horiuchi, “Culture in the desert: The World of Arab

Nomads”, pp.14

World View in the Desert and Zen Thought

The training in Zen Buddhism includes
repetition of a very monotonous life, such as
cleaning and farming. A Zen Buddhism monk
once said to me that this monotonous life leads a
Zen trainee into his inner world. This shares a
common idea with the world view in the desert,
where a completely quiet environment and lonely
hell, not tolerable to ordinary people, leads a
person into a bottomless abyss.

The view of possessions in the desert is similar
to the view of the training for a Zen monk. The
following quotation is from the book “An
Introduction to Zen Buddhism” by D. T. Suzuki,
1934.

The space allotted to each monk is one tatami,
or a mat 3x6 feet, where he sits, meditates, and
sleeps. The bedding for each never exceeds one
large wadded quilt about 5x 6 feet, be it winter or
summer. He has no regular pillow except that
which is temporarily made out of his own private
property. This latter, however, is next to nothing:
it consists of a kesa (kasaya) and koromo
(priestly robes), a few books, a razor, and a set of
bowls, all of which are carried in a papier-maché
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box about 13x10x3 1/2 inches. In travelling
thisbox is carried in front, suspended from the
neck with a broad sash. His entire property thus
moves with its owner. “One dress and one bowl,
under a tree and on a stone" graphically describes
the monk's life in India. Compared with this, the
modern Zen monk must be said to be abundantly
supplied. Still his wants are reduced to a
minimum and none can fail to lead as simple,
perhaps the simplest, life if he models his after
the life of a Zen monk. The desire to possess is
considered by Buddhism to be one of the worst
passions with which mortals are apt to be
obsessed. * * * * However, the Zen ideal of putting
a monk's belongings into a tiny box is his mute
protest, though so far ineffective, against the
present order of society. D.T. Suzuki,
to Zen Buddhism” 1934, Grove Press, 2004, pp. 90

The phrase “Mottainai: What a waste!” is used
when something still valuable is thrown away.
This concept was originated in Japan, but it
became a global concept. This concept shares a
common idea with the world view in the desert,
in which people try to maximize the use of
limited available materials.

An Introduction

Homogeneity of Life and Culture in the World

However, those people in the desert who had
created an inherent life style and deep world—
view started working in collective farms,
factories and offices, specifically in western Asia.
People in the area have been forced to live in the
standardized housing of high and low apartment
buildings. Nomadic lives in the peripheral area of
the desert are disappearing. Various life styles
and cultures of the human are homogenized on a
world wide scale.

It is also deplorable that architectural students in
the world, who will be responsible for the living
environments and cultures, have longed for
modern architecture which is seen all over the
world.
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Figure 6) Entrance Hall of the Petra Museum

Visitors walk up to the second floor looking at the facade of Al
Khazneh through the top light of the mirrored ceiling. Because the
museum is located on a slanting site, the first floor is limited to the
reception area and administration office. The exhibition,
repair/preservation and research rooms are located on the second
floor. There is an outdoor exhibition area on the roof.
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Figure 8) A model of the Bamiyan Peace Museum

The view from the Bamiyan Peace Museum will be spectacular
since it is situated on top of the great cliff that overlooks the
Bamiyan Canyon. Also the views of the Bamiyan Valley and the
Great CIiff through a close-range view of the museum should be
fine. The amphitheater is located at the center of the site. Behind the
amphitheater, a corridor extends from the east to the west end,
running parallel to the Bamiyan Valley. The dome-shaped
conference hall is also centrally located in the site to form the
central axis. The exhibition building is located next to the
conference hall across the courtyard for visitors through the
entrance gate.
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Figure 7) Exhibition Room of the Bamiyan Peace Museum
The photo shows the inside of the exhibition room that includes a
court yard. Local red limestone will be stacked to construct the
walls of the exhibition hall.
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Figure 9) Conference Hall of the Bamiyan Peace Museum
Four squinch archs, which are influenced by Sasanian Perusia, are
set up on the four corner of the foursquare conference hall. The
dome roofis set further over the four squinch arches.
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