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Here is sad news. In August 2013, we received a
call from Associate Dean Murat to tell us that
Dean Ahmet Eyiice of Faculty of Architecture
and Design had suddenly passed away. Dean
Ahmet Eyiice was the important key person who
paved the way to the cooperation between
Bahcesehir University and MWU. The exchange
between us started in May 2008, when Dean
Ahmet Eytice visited MWU with Associate Dean
Murat and a clerical staff in tow. He was
involved in virtually all exchange programs
between us playing a primary role. Associate
professor Yanagisawa, Research Assistant Hongo
and fourteen graduate school students laid a
wreath on his grave on October 14 on occasion of
their visit to ICSA in Istanbul. The new grave
was in the outskirt Istanbul on Asian side
surrounded by the trees. We realized how large it
was the existence of Dean Ahmet Eyiice and we
swear we follow his footstep. May Dean Ahmet
Eylice rest in peace.

1. ICSA in Japan and in Istanbul 2013

ICSA in Japan 2013: as usual we had Turkish
students with us. Ten students visited MWU led
by Associate Dean Murat and Research Assistant
Sinem. They stayed from June 25 to July 31 and
worked on the architectural design in the studios
for the third and fourth grade student side by side
with our architecture major students. Meanwhile
they experienced lkebana and other practices
during the space design studio I. They also visited
Itsukushima Shrine or colony in Ohmi- hachiman
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with our students during the field trip to study
landscape held on Saturdays.

ISCA in Istanbul 2013: our graduate school
students also visited Turkey on October 1, 2013
and stayed until October 17. Beforehand, all
participants had a class of Turkish language in
the first semester. Scholarship was given to
students of the excellent performance of Turkish
and overall subjects. They were led by Associate
Professor Yanagisawa and Research Assistant
Hongo. They stayed at a hotel near the
Bahcesehir University. From the terrace that
seagulls visit, they could overlook the Bosphorus
with boats of various sizes crossing it to the
backdrop of the towns on Asian side across the
strait. Following the courtesy call to President
Yalcin and Dean Sema of Faculty of Architecture
and Design, students started the practice in
Istanbul. The course took place in the group of
bottega in Dolmabahce Palace or in Yildiz Palace,
or in KUDEB, an organization of Istanbul which
mainly engages in the restoration of wooden
structures, and in Uskudar, which is known for its
many old buildings. Outside Istanbul, students
had rich experience of practical training: the tile
restoration at the tile manufacturer’s atelier in
Iznik, observation of landscape and cityscape in
Buyukada (island) or old cities of Bursa and
Edirne.

2. Petra Museum Project 2013
in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Our project for the design of the Petra Museum
aims to preserve, restore and exhibit the Petra
World Heritage Site. Since the planned site for
the museum is located close to the boundary of
Petra, UNESCO asked us to assess the effect of
the museum and its construction on the
surrounding landscape. As a member of a
research team that included archaeologists,
Lecturer Hideaki Tembata, of Mukogawa Women’s
University’s Department of Architecture, visited
the site in September to survey the topography
and vegetation, and to take pictures of the
surrounding area. With this information, we
created four designs that consider specific views
of the areas that surround the site. We selected
nine pictures taken at the important points in the
landscape, such as mountain slopes that surround
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the museum and the road leading to the museum,
and then, using computer graphics, created
composite images that depict the proposed
appearance of the museum for each of the four
designs against the selected background pictures.
We expressed our views on the issues raised by
UNESCO’s landscape assessment criteria and
proposed including elements of Japanese
landscape composition, preserving existing trees,
matching the design with the stone ruins, and
referencing a form that symbolizes Petra’s
culture.

1) Conservation and creation of landscape
UNESCO’s landscape assessment criterion is
based on the premise that new building
construction can damage the existing landscape.
In other words, any constructions of artificial
objects have a negative impact. The assessment
tries to assign negative points according to how
much landscape value is lost. However, no
thought has been given to the possibility that
creatively designed new construction can actually
increase the value of the existing landscape. In
fact, introducing a structure with an excellent
exterior appearance can create a more distin-
guished landscape than the conventional land-
scape. We introduced the Togetsu-kyo Bridge in
Arashiyama, Kyoto as an example. Without the
accent of the Togetsu-kyo Bridge, the view where
the river runs out of the mountains that surround
the basin would be commonplace in Japan.
However, because of the Togetsu-kyo Bridge,
Arashiyama is one of the best scenic places in
Kyoto.

2) Introduction of Japanese landscape composition
2-1) Shiseki-senri

Common image is that incorporating materials
from the natural environment in the museum
would be pointless since the exhibits could never
compete with the abundant actual landscape.
China and Japan, however, have found a way of
enjoying these natural qualities by introducing
them as symbolically prepared miniatures in the

daily living space, i.e., the idea of “Shiseki-senri.”

Bonsai (a miniature potted tree), Bonseki (a
small-scale and stone landscape on a tray), stone
gardens where mountains or waterfalls are
figuratively expressed by blocks of stone, and ink
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paintings that depict the scenic beauty of the vast
world are examples of Shiseki-senri. We propose
to introduce the essence of Japanese culture into
the Petra Museum, which is to be built with
financial assistance from Japan. In our designs
for the museum, we provide examples of how the
Japanese would enjoy Petra's surrounding natural
beauty.

2-2) Shakkei (borrowed scenery)

Various buildings have already been randomly
built in the area planned for the museum's
construction, such as a visitor center built by the
United States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID), private hotels, and stores. A hotel
is situated on a rocky stretch that occupies some
of ancient caves. Considering the extent of
existing construction in this area, so close to the
planned museum, the assessment of the effect on
the landscape seems a little too late. However, the
surrounding mountain range is beautiful, with
overlapping rows of hills of huge rocks. In this
regard, in our designs, we plan to build low walls
on the museum’s roof with a rooftop garden
situated along the exterior walls. As a result, the
hotels and other buildings around the premises
will be hidden, and a view of the mountains as
borrowed scenery can be enjoyed from the
rooftop. Traditional Japanese landscape com-
position utilizes the backdrops, such as the view
of Mt. Fuji or Higashi-yama. This is called
“shakkei” (borrowed scenery). Introducing this
traditional landscape composition in Petra will
represent a meaningful cultural exchange
between Jordan and Japan.

3) Preservation of the existing trees

Petra is a ruined nomadic city in a semiarid area
near the desert. Unlike Japan, which has an
annual precipitation of over 1500 mm, Petra sees
rain only during the winter, with an annual
rainfall of only 200 mm. A river called wadi has
running water only in the winter, yet there are
clusters of pines and other 10 m high tall trees on
the site and its surroundings that would normally
be cut down during construction. Architectural
designs to preserve positively these existing trees
are critical.
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4) Exhibiting the ruins

The existing Petra Museum houses and conserves
many conventional artifacts, including statues
and chapiters, many of which are currently on
exhibit internationally, such as in Switzerland last
year and presently in Leiden, Holland. A few are
paper and leather items, but the majority are
stone figures that should look magnificent when
displayed in the sunlight. The current trend in
museum design, however, is to install artwork in
huge exhibition cases on the interior walls
illuminated by artificial light. In our proposal, we
designed the space to include a courtyard and
galleria, as well as indoor spaces into which
outside light can easily be provided when
required.

5) Reference form symbolizing the Culture of
Petra

The area's mountains produce an undulation of
enormous reddish-brown sandstone with tombs
cut vertically into the cliff faces of the ravine.
Features of these sites include engraved loophole
decorations, crowsteps, obelisks, sequential
columns, and a theater, and more, dating from the
era of the Roman Empire. Making reference to
these in the museum will make it possible to
produce an environment that befits Petra.

3. Bamiyan Museum & Culture Center For People
The 12th Expert Working Group Meeting for the
Safeguarding of the Cultural Landscape and
Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley
World Heritage Property in Orvieto, Italy 2013

Following the expert meeting 2012 on Bamiyan

held in RWTH Aachen University in Germany in

December, the expert meeting 2013 was held in

December in Orvieto, a beautiful medieval Italian

city in a mountainous region.

UNESCO had asked us to prepare the relevant
designs for the museum for this meeting. We
responded by collecting information on landscape
of the area surrounding the museum, the design
of the systems of water catchment and sewerage,
a plan for vegetation, the design of energy
management system, and the urban landscape
design based on them. Furthermore, we renewed
the last year’s working design of the Bamiyan
Museum with reference to the present compre-
hensive plan. In the Bamiyan Museum project
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various facilities are planned including a cultural
center for the community, a museum to exhibit,
store or restore the artifacts, an outdoor amphi-
theater and a cave garden.

We have created a 3mx2m 1/300" scale model

of large area that includes great cliff with stone
caves which once housed the great images of
Buddha (east and west), Bamiyan valley, and the
plateau, and the planned premises for the
museum. We also presented our working design
using moving images from the computer
simulation as well as the design drawings.
The meeting had many attendants including
government officials and technical engineers
from Afghanistan, Director of Kabul Museum,
Governor, Mayor, governmental or municipal
technical engineers of Bamiyan Governor, and
researchers from Afghanistan, as well as those
from abroad such as archaeologists, urban
planning experts, architects from Germany, Italy
or France, and, staff from UNESCO headquarter
and its branch in Kabul. In addition, from Japan,
the staffs of the Foreign Ministry, National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, and
Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, and the archaeologists of the university
participated in the meeting.

The meeting saw many presentations and
exchanges of opinion on various archaeological
questions. Especially, the work to reconstruct the
Giant Buddha that had been half-completed using
concrete for the feet led to the criticisms of a
German archaeologists group and UNESCO’s
Kabul office. It turned out these questions had
been attributable to the political questions
expected to be involved in the reconstruction at
present and differences of opinions on the
validity of using concrete in refurbishment and
different views on whether such reconstruction
plans be conducted without being opened to other
parties.

4. The seminar for the Culture and History of
the Silk Road
The two universities situated on the extreme ends
of the Silk Road, MWU and Bahcesehir
University, have held an international seminar
entitled “Archi-Cultural Translations through the
Silk Road”. The international seminar aims to
promote cultural exchanges between the univer-
sities on the Silk Road. The first and the second
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meeting were held respectively in Bahcesehir
University, Istanbul and MWU’s Koshien Hall.
And the third seminar is due to be held in
Istanbul again. It was reported that China has
applied for the Silk Road ruins there to be
registered in the World Heritage List and this is
about to happen. The Institution of Turkish
Culture Studies has held seminars and lecture
meetings on the Silk Road every year. This year,
in Japan, we held a series of five lectures inviting
experts in archaeology and art history entitled
“The Culture and History of the Silk Road” as
shown below. Three-hour lecture was given on
each occasion.

@ The first of five lectures:
“The Latest State of Armenian Cultural Heritage
— Culture and History of Caucasia”
Dr. Makoto Arimura :
Associate Professor, Kanazawa University, Japan

@ The second of five lectures:
“Stupa / Hindu goddess / Lingam — Indian world
of life and death, sex and sacredness”
Dr. Akira Miyaji :
Professor Emeritus, Nagoya University, Japan
Director Emeritus, Ryukoku Museum, Japan

@ The third of five lectures:

“Archaeological perspectives on the Achaemenid
Persian Empire: from the survey around the Bolaghi
valley and the Pasargadae Plain, Southern Iran”
Dr. Shin'ichi Nishiyama :

Associate Professor, Chubu University, Japan

@ The fourth of five lectures:
“Xuanzang / Stein / Otani expedition”
Dr. Takashi Irisawa :
Professor, Ryukoku University, Japan
Director, Ryukoku Museum, Japan

@ The last of five lectures:
“Ruins in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region,

China”
Mr. Kazuya Yamauchi :
Head, Regional Environment Section
Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation, National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Tokyo, Japan
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