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In the fiscal year 2018 (April 2018–March 2019), 
the following activities were carried out. I would 
like to express my gratitude to the many people 
who supported these activities. 
 

Symposium on Restoration and Conservation 
of Traditional Timber Structures 6”, hosted by 
KUDEB (Department of Cultural Assets 
Conservation, Directorate for the Conservation, 
Implementation, and Supervision of Cultural 
Assets, Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality), was 
held on April 24-25 2018 in Istanbul, Turkey. 
Okazaki attended the symposium and gave a 
presentation, which was entitled “Restoration and 
Conservation of Traditional Timber Structures in 
Japan: Japanese Sophisticated Traditional Timber 
Structure Designs and Five Methods for 
Restoration and Conservation of Japanese 
Traditional Timber Structures”, at a special 
session. 
 
We held the ICSA in Japan 2018, as we do every 
year. Ten students, along with Prof. Murat 
Dundar and Assist. Prof. Belinda Torus from the 
Faculty of Architecture and Design at Bahçe ehir 
University (BAU), Turkey, visited Japan on 
Tuesday, July 10 2018. The BAU students 
collaborated with second-, third-, and fourth-year 
Mukogawa Women's University (MWU) 
architecture students and devoted themselves to 
design exercises and field work.. 
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ICSA in Rome, the program for practical training 
related to architectural conservation and 
restoration, was held from Tuesday, February 19 
2019 to Saturday, March 2 2019, under the 
auspices of BAU, at Rome where BAU’s branch 
campus is. Two professors and eleven 
second-year master's students from MWU 
attended the program, which turned out to be 
fruitful. 
 
Since 2015, MWU has been holding a series of 
lectures called "Silk Road Culture and 
Architecture" at the Industry Club of Japan Hall, 
which is located in front of Tokyo Station. The 
8th and 9th meetings of this lecture series were 
held in the fiscal year 2018. 

The 8th meeting was held on Saturday, May 26 
2018 with the title "Indian Buddhist Culture and 
the Silk Road: The Beautiful Colors and Skills of 
the Craft." Prof. Yasuko FUKUYAMA (Faculty 
of International Studies, Ryukoku University) 
delivered a lecture on " The Various Aspects of 
Indian Buddhist Culture as Seen Through Cave 
Art with a Focus on the Ajanta Cave Temple." 
Assoc. Prof. Yoshiko SHIMADZU (National 
Museum of Japanese History) gave a lecture on 
"Architectural Painting and Wall Painting at the 
Ajanta Cave Temple from the Perspective of the 
Painting Materials Used." In addition, Miki 
NONAKA (Eastern Indian-style Dancer) 
performed the classical Indian Odissi dance. 

The 9th meeting was held on Saturday, 
January 19 2019 with the title "The Culture of 
Stupa-Beliefs." Prof. Akira MIYAJI (Professor 
Emeritus of Nagoya University and Ryukoku 
University) delivered a lecture on "The Shape of 
the Stupas/Pagodas and Worldview: India’s 
Origins and Evolution." Assoc. Prof. Shumpei 
IWAI (Ryukoku Museum, Ryukoku University) 
gave a lecture on "Stupas of Gandhara: Their 
Periods and Spread." Additionally, Tar  
TERAHARA (Bansuri Player), Ayako IKEDA 
(Tabla Player) and Makiko IZAWA (Tanpura 
Player) performed the classical North Indian 
music. 
 
The Institute of Turkish Culture Studies hosts 
annual seminars at Koshien Hall dedicated to the 
cultures, history, and architecture of the Silk 
Road and of the various countries along the Silk  
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Road corridor. This year, as in years past, three 
seminars were held.  

The first seminar convened on Thursday, 
March 7 2019 and featured Dr. Muping BAO 
(Cooperative Researcher, Institute of Industrial 
Science, The University of Tokyo), who gave a 
talk on "Climate, Material, and Construction 
Methods: Mongolian Cities and Their 
Architecture."  

The second seminar on Wednesday, March 
13 2019 was also led by Dr. Muping BAO. The 
title of her presentation was "Architecture 
Imported through the Silk Road to China during 
the Thirteenth Century." 

Finally, the third seminar was held on Friday, 
March 15 2019, led by Dr. Kaoru SUEMORI 
(Research Fellow, National Museum of 
Ethnology), who discussed "Chinese Buddhist 
Cave Sites from the Perspective of Architectural 
Space: With a Focus on the Mogao Caves in 
Dunhuang and the Maijishan Grottoes." 
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